Westmorland Red Squirrels Risk Assessment Form             v. Final 2023                                                    Annex 1
	Name of person doing

assessment:
	
	Date of assessment:
	

	Activity being assessed:
	
	Dates & times of activity:
	

	Location of activity (include grid ref & route details)
	
	Nearest fixed telephone (include grid ref)
	

	Nearest A&E hospital or urgent treatment centre (tick as appropriate)
	Principal hospitals
	Secondary hospitals

	
	Kendal
	
	Barrow in Furness
	

	
	
	
	Lancaster
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	All operators aware of hospital locations
	
	
	

	Person in charge of activity:
	

	Person with 1st Aid training:
	

	Others involved in activity (in general terms):
	

	Hazard or hazardous events:
	At Risk
	Typical uncontrolled outcome
	Control measures

	Physical hazards

	Trap Malfunction
	Controllers /public 

interference
	Injury to fingers or hands.
	· Maintain traps in good working order. 

· Site and disguise traps to avoid interference by public.  

	Rifle/ Firearm Malfunction
	Controllers /public interference
	Injury to fingers or hands.
	· Maintain rifles and firearms in good working order. 

	Working in woodlands
	Controllers
	Trip/fall injuries 
	· Avoid unnecessary risks 

· Overly dangerous areas, wind blow/steep banks/etc.

	 Sack Method
	Controllers
	Scratch or bites
	· Appropriate handling.

· Wear thick work gloves.

	Health hazards

	Viral infection
	Volunteer/ contractor
	Contraction of virus/disease such as Covid-19 and soil-borne diseases, including potential virus/disease transmission from handling infected traps and human contact
	· Wear gloves when handling traps.

· Use alcohol/disinfectant hand gel after carrying out trapping work and wash hands thoroughly as soon as practicable to do so.

· Clean/disinfect traps when dirty/blood stained

· Maintain social distancing in accordance with government guidance. 

· Report any ill health to a medical professional.

	Parasitic infestation
	Self
	Fleas, ticks, etc
	· Minimise contact.

· Check contact points.

· Wear appropriate clothing

· Immunisation against tetanus

· Be aware of other infections such as Weil’s disease [a form of Leptospirosis contracted from rats] and the tick borne Lyme disease which is in area - check for ticks after every working day.

· Consider weather conditions and wear weatherproof clothing, sunscreen etc and where necessary carry emergency survival equipment. 

	Transfer of Squirrelpox Virus
	Red Squirrel
	Fatal
	· Protective gloves

· Disinfect traps.

	Public Perception

	Harassment by members of public
	Controllers
	Threats of violence, intimidation, injury, damage to property and vehicles
	· Official identification card with photo, copies of letters of permission to be carried

· Traps to be sited away from main public rights of way or footpaths

· Trap labels stressing that this is legal control programme to be used

· Traps to be well disguised

· If required, cease operations and inform police
· Dealing with violence – controllers should not endanger themselves in potentially violent situations. Controllers should obtain support from colleagues or the police.

	Unintended complications in the control of pest species
	All residents, public, trespassers, employees, wildlife
	Possible injury to people or non-target species
	· Traps to be checked twice daily, and non-target species released immediately

· Traps to be covered to prevent animals from suffering from stress when inside 

· Safe and unsafe areas for control to be identified

· Specified persons to be notified control is to take place and when it  has finished

· All controllers to be trained in correct control procedures 

	Local/further risk control measures needed (if any):
	

	Additional control measures if lone working is expected:
	· Co-workers or other contact e.g. family member to be aware of location and expected time of return

· When it is not safe to carry out particular jobs alone work needs to be planned when assistance is available

· Radio or mobile phone

· Map, compass or GPS equipment

· Personal first aid kit

· Consider medical issues e.g. diabetes, epilepsy

	Additional control measures if heavy, sustained or repetitive manual handling is involved:
	Correct lifting and handling techniques.

	Core equipment required:
	e.g. Cage traps, disinfectant.

	PPE required (tick as appropriate)
	Safety boots
	
	Safety wellingtons
	
	Goggles
	
	Hard hat
	

	
	Leather gloves
	
	PVC/rubber gloves
	
	Other (specify) e.g. Good grip boots,


	

	
	Ear defenders
	
	Dust mask
	
	
	

	Area Coordinator Signature/ Date
	

	Volunteer Signature/ Date
	


